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With the revolution of information technology and the intensified competition of 
global market, finding effective ways to innovate has become a pressing need of 
enterprises. Since disruptive innovation is an effective way of independent innovation 
as well as a shortcut to realizing the great-leap-forward development, it has drawn 
more and more concerns from tall fields. For most Chinese enterprises which have 
been caught in the inflation of raw materials and the decrease of cheap labor resources, 
disruptive innovation is an entirely new business logic and growth mode. Under the 
background of enterprise network, the independent competition model of the 
traditional enterprise has not met the technical requirements of global competition, so 
cooperation and interaction network innovation of enterprises has gradually become 
the mainstream instead of interior independent innovation.  Therefore, how to make 
full use of the chance of network organization to realize the disruptive innovation and 
growth has become a realistic research subject of great significance. 
This paper selected the disruptive innovation as the main research objectand the 
relational embeddedness as the breakthrough point of this research to discuss the 
influence of relational embeddedness onenterprise disruptive innovation performance. 
The structure of this paper can be summarized into three parts: First of all, based on 
the review of the relational embeddedness theory, disruptive innovation theory and 
absorptive capacity theory, this paper discusses the relationship between the three 
theory preliminary, and constructs the initial concept model and basic assumptions of 
this research. Secondly, the conceptual model and basic assumptions are tested and 
verified through the questionnaire design, data collection, variable metric, reliability 
and validity test and multiple regression analysis, making use of the 95 enterprises as 
the research sample. Finally, we summarize the research conclusions, theoretical 
significance and practical significance as well as limitations and future research 














Through the analysis, we can draw the conclusions as follows: 
(1) Relational embeddedness has different influences on disruptive innovation. In 
details, the trust, information sharing and joint problem solving of low-end 
embeddedness of business embeddedness has a significant positive effect on 
disruptive innovation performance. Meanwhile, information sharing of technology 
embeddedness has a significant positive effect on disruptive innovation performance. 
But high-end embeddedness of business embeddedness and trust and joint problem 
solving of technology embeddedness has no significant positive effect on disruptive 
innovation. 
(2) Relational embeddedness has different influences on sustainable innovation. 
In details, the trust and information sharing of high-end embeddedness of business 
embeddedness has a significant positive effect on sustainable innovation performance. 
The trust, information sharing and joint problem solving of technology embeddedness 
also has a significant positive effect on sustainable innovation performance. But 
low-end embeddedness of business embeddedness and joint problem solving of 
high-end embeddedness has no significant positive effect on disruptive innovation. 
(3) Absorptive ability has different moderate effect between relational 
embeddedness and disruptive or sustainable innovation. In details, absorptive ability 
has a significant positive moderate effect between low-end embeddedness and 
disruptive innovation. Absorptive ability has a significant positive moderate effect 
between high-end embeddedness and sustainable innovation. Absorptive ability has a 
significant positive moderate effect between technology embeddedness and disruptive 
innovation. But the moderating effects of absorptive ability on the relationships 
between technology innovation and sustainable innovation have been partially 
supported by empirical results. 
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